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What do you need to be 
mindful of when you’re 
at busy landscapes?
Your visual sense is already 
heightened at a location, 
as you try to find the 
best composition, so take 

advantage. While you’re scoping out angles 
and good light, make sure you’re aware of the 
other photographers around you. You don’t 
want to be so focused on whatever you’re 
shooting that you miss a camera or a tripod 
leg at the edge of your frame. Be mindful that 
you’re not in someone else’s shot, too.

What do you do if you can’t get the 
composition you’d originally planned for?
If someone is already set up where you hoped 
to be, vow to get there earlier next time.  
We sacrifice sleep for photography all the time, 
so get moving sooner on the next attempt. 
Remember that you’re making photos, not 
just recording them. Find a different angle, 
incorporate the other photographers in your 
frame, or do something as simple as shooting 
the light from the opposite direction.

What’s the best way to approach other 
photographers if they’re in your frame?
Be polite and respectful. If they step into  
your shot without realising it, give them 
a heads-up, but don’t be accusatory  
about it. If the circumstances warrant it,  
let them know you’re happy to let them get  
a quick shot as long as they move soon.

Author and photographer Jeff 
Carlson shares his advice for 
shooting at popular spots

Ask the pro
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Above  
“Don’t get hung up on 

capturing the same 
shot thousands of 
people have already 
nabbed,” Jeff advises

Right 
“Don’t indulge in drama. 

Getting into spats ruins 
the experience for 
everyone there”

Far right 
Keep calm when 
you are in congested 
spots: “Too many 
photographers get 
anxious and end up 
having a terrible time”
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